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PETER ACKROYD
1. S. Eliot
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After the torchlight red on
sweaty faces

After the frosty silence in
the gardens

After the agony in the
stony places

The shouting and the
crying

Prison and palace and
reverberation

Of thunder of spring over
distant mountains

He who was living is now
dead

We who were living are
now dying

With a little patience
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The time is now propitious.
«as he guesses

The meal is ended. she is
bored and tired
Endeavour to engage her
in caresses

Which still are unreproved.
.if undesired

Flushed and decided. he
;assaults at once
Exploring hands encounter
no defence

His vanity requires no
response
And makes welcome of
.indifference
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«down King William Street
To where saint Mary
Woolnoth kept the hours
With a dead sound on the
final stroke of nine
There I saw one I knew.
and stopped him. crying:
1‘Stetson
You who were with me in’
ithe ship at Mylae
That corpse you planted’
Jast year in your garden
Has it begun to sprout?’
?Will it bloom this year
Or has the sudden frost’
?disturbed its bed
O keep the dog far hence.’
.that’s friend to men
or with his nails he’ll dig it’
up again
You: Hypocrite lecteur:-’
mon semblable. - mon
“frere
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Winter kept us warm.

covering

Earth in forgetful snow.

feeding

A little life with dried

.tubers

Summer surprised

us. coming over the

Starnbergersee

With a shower of rain; we

stopped in the colonnade

And went on in sunlight.

Jinto the hofgarten

And drank coftee. and

.talked for an hour
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.Unreal city

Under the brown fog of a

-winter dawn

A crowd flowed over

.London Bridge. so many

I had not thought death

had undone so many

Sighs. short and

Jinfrequent. were exhaled

And each man fixed his

eyes before his feet

Flowed up the hill and
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